THE UNCERTAINTIES OF LIFE AND TRADE	289
paying workmen in public-houses on Sunday evening 'where a scene
of drunkenness ensues which is seldom completely over till the Monday
or perhaps the Tuesday following'.71
From John Fielding's time onwards attempts were made to check
the practice. Mr Justice Buller said at the Old Bailey in 1785 that he
always recommended magistrates to take away the licence from any
public-house at which wages were paid.72 Wilberforce's Proclamation
Society took the matter up in 1789 and suggested to the Middlesex
Sessions that the justices should require at the next Brewster Sessions
that no pay-tables should be allowed. The letter describes the effects of
the custom much as Fielding had done, but shows also the influence of
the new Evangelical movement:
... the purchase of necessaries is deferred to Sunday morning. The father of
the family lies in bed; the mother goes to market; the children are hungry,
clamorous, and squalid; the day is passed in a kind of coarse and semi-brutal
indulgence, while the humanizing and improving duties of the Sabbath are
never thought of.
The justices were asked first to point out these evils to the masters, and
request them to give up the practice, If this was not enough, the publi-
cans should be reminded that allowing workmen to remain on their
premises for several hours tippling, whether to receive wages or other-
wise, was forbidden by law. The Sessions resolved unanimously that
the complaint was well founded and that the steps suggested should be
taken. One justice said he had already approached several masters in
different trades who had given up the practice and that their men had
already benefited.73 It was one of the licensing principles laid down by
Colquhoun to grant no licence to any public-house where pay-tables
were kept,74 and as he took a prominent part at Brewster Sessions after
1792 in the Tower Hamlets, and after 1800 in Westminster, it may be
supposed that the practice gradually became less general In 1825 Place
said the custom had *of late years to a considerable extent decreased*,
and might
• *. perhaps be wholly put an end to, if workmen would generally request their
employers to pay t^rn at the factory or workshop .., every person so psdd
at a public-house has a fine put upon himj sometimes a pint, sometimes a
quart of ale or beer. - * others remain influenced by a desire not to let die old

